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Diamond - Color Grade - Format 
 
By La Shawn Bauer, G, G, GG, ASG/AGA, CGL/AGA, CDG/IJO, CGL/IJO, RMV, CSM/NAJA 
 

Striving for Excellence – ALWAYS “Excellence, is not an act, it is a Habit!!!!!!” 
 
Full Disclosure and Complete Transparency 
 

Diamond – Color Grade – Format 
 
This is something all professional appraisers should seriously consider adding to ALL of your Major 
Diamond Grading Format 
 

Fluorescence – Long Wave: A: 

Fluorescence – Short Wave: B: 

U.V. Grading Environment: C: 

Color Grade: D: 

Color Graded by: E: 

Color Grading Environment: F: 

 

Body Color: G: 

 

Fancy Color Grade: H: 

Fancy Color Grade System Used: I: 

 
There are many factors involved when talking about Color. 
A Simple Color notation is not enough  
To bring it all into proper perspective and to give full context to a Color Grade other critical information 
must also precede or follow the Color Grade as I have listed above. 
 
Fluorescence is extremely Import as well as the environment it was graded in. 
 
Color Grade should be One (1) Color Grade and not listed as a Range of colors for the large main 
diamond(s) in the appraisal report, anything above 1/3 of a carat or 0.33ct. 
If you use GIA Color Grade Scales then you better be grading by GIA Color Grading Standards as well. 
 
How the Color is graded also needs and must be listed for the Color Grade to mean anything at all. 
If you use C.Z. Comparison stones YOU MUST Prominently list that right under the color grade.  
 
The Lighting Environment is also another critical factor that must be listed as well, was it under 
laboratory conditions, graded at the client’s house, at a bank vault, in a closet by candle light? 
 
Body Color 
Not all diamonds have a yellow tint, as we all know, you should list what the tint of the body color is to 
put it all into perspective and to put it into proper context. 
Brownish Tint, Yellow Tint, Steel Gray, Milky, and on and on 
 
Fancy Color Grades also need more information than a simple Color Notation. 
See the next couple of pages to see how I have assembled my pick list for each attribute. 



Page 2 of 3 
Diamond - Color Grade - Format                                                                                                      LaShawn308@yahoo.com 

La Shawn Bauer & High Sierra Gem Lab © 2019 

A: & B:     LSB - Diamond - Fluorescence Scale 
 

(0) None/Negligible 
Blue 
(1 or 2) Weak/Faint Powder Blue 
(3 or 4) Medium/Moderate Powder Blue 
(5 or 6) Strong Powder Blue 
(7 or 8) Very Strong/Intense Powder Blue 
Yellow 
(1 or 2) Weak/Faint Yellow 
(3 or 4) Medium/Moderate Yellow 
(5 or 6) Strong Yellow 
(7 or 8) Very Strong/Intense Yellow 
None / Negligible 
Blue 
Weak / Faint Powder Blue 
Medium / Moderate Powder Blue 
Strong Powder Blue 
Very strong / Intense Powder Blue 
Yellow 
Weak / Faint Yellow 
Medium / Moderate Yellow 
Strong Yellow 
Very Strong / Intense Yellow 
Weak / Faint  
Medium / Moderate 
Strong 
Very Strong / Intense 
 
C:     LSB - U.V. Lighting & Grading Environment 
 

Fully Enclosed Lighting Environment 
Internationally Standardized - 2008 
 
D:     LSB - Diamond - Color Grade 
 

D - Colorless 
D to E - Colorless 
D to F - Colorless 
E - Colorless 
E to F - Colorless 
E to G - Colorless to Near Colorless 
F - Colorless 
F to G - Colorless to Near Colorless 
F to H - Colorless to Near Colorless 
G - Near Colorless 
G to H - Near Colorless 
G to I - Near Colorless 

H - Near Colorless 
H to I - Near Colorless 
H to J - Near Colorless 
I - Near Colorless 
I to J - Near Colorless 
I to K - Near Colorless to Faint Yellow 
J - Near Colorless 
J to K - Near Colorless to Faint Yellow 
J to L - Near Colorless to Faint Yellow 
K - Faint Yellow 
K to L - Faint Yellow 
K to M - Faint Yellow 
L - Faint Yellow 
L to M - Faint Yellow 
L to N - Faint Yellow to Very Light Yellow 
M - Faint Yellow 
M to N - Faint Yellow to Very Light Yellow 
N - Very Light Yellow 
N to O - Very Light Yellow 
O - Very Light Yellow 
O to P - Very Light Yellow 
P - Very Light Yellow 
Q - Very Light Yellow 
R - Very Light Yellow 
S - Light Yellow 
T - Light Yellow 
U - Light Yellow 
V - Light Yellow 
W - Light Yellow 
X - Light Yellow 
Y - Light Yellow 
Z - Light Yellow 
Z+ - Fancy Color 
Irradiated Fancy Yellow 
Fancy - Black - Opaque 
Top Light Brown 
Fancy Yellow 
Fancy - Light - Yellow 
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E:     LSB - Diamond - Color Graded by 
 

Diamond Master Color Set 
Diamond Master Color Set (Straight Grade) 
Diamond Master Color Set (Split Grade) 
Gran/Sarin DC-3000 Colorimeter 
Austrin / Colorimeter  
Combination / Sarin DC-3000 / Diamond Master 
Color Set 
Combination / Austrin / Diamond Master Color 
Set 
C.Z. Comparison Set 
 
F:     LSB - Diamond - Color Grading Lighting 
Environment 
 

GIA/GEM Diamond Lite Cabinet WITH U.V. 
Blocking Filter 
GIA/GEM Diamond Lite Cabinet without U.V. 
Blocking Filter 
GIA/GEM Diamond Lite Cabinet  
Internationally Standardized – 2008  
GIA DiamondDock Cabinet 
Dazor Spectrowave Cabinet 
Ott-Lite TrueColor 
 
 
G:     LSB - Diamond - Body Color 
 

Colorless 
Yellowish 
Brownish 
Silvery 
Gun Metal 
Steel Grayish 
Cloudy and/or Milky 
Black 
Black (Semi-Transparent) 
Black (Translucent) 
Black (Semi-Translucent) 
Black (Opaque) 
Pinkish 
Bluish 
Greenish 
 
 
 
 

H:     LSB - Diamond - Fancy Color Grade 
 

Fancy Light -  

Fancy -  

Fancy Dark -  

Fancy Deep -  

Fancy Intense -  

Fancy Vivid -  

Fancy - Black 

Black 

C-1 Light Champagne  

C-1 to C-2 Light Champagne 

C-2 Light Champagne 

C-3 Medium Champagne 

C-3 to C-4 Medium Champagne 

C-4 Medium Champagne 

C-5 Dark Champagne 

C-5 to C-6 Dark Champagne 

C-6 Dark Champagne 

C-7 Fancy Cognac 

 
I:     LSB - Diamond Fancy Color Grading System 
Used 
 

Gem-E-Wizard / Gem-E-Square 
GIA 
AGS 
GCAL 
Argyle Diamond Color Grading System 
 
 


