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Diamond Grading Laboratory Report Recommendations 
 
By La Shawn Bauer, G, G, GG, ASG/AGA, CGL/AGA, CDG/IJO, CGL/IJO, RMV, CSM/NAJA 
 

Striving for Excellence – ALWAYS “Excellence, is not an act, it is a Habit!!!!!!” 
 
Full Disclosure & Complete Transparency  
 

Diamond Grading Laboratory Recommendations 
 
I was taught at a very early age that if I was going to gripe or complain about something then I better 
have a plan or solution to the problem or concern I was gripping or complaining about. 
 
So here it is, as I see it. 
 
The Little Things that MUST BE Changed Immediately on ALL Subjective Diamond Grading Reports 
World-Wide. 
 

Quick EASY Changes: 
 

A. Lab Location: where the Diamond / Colored Stone was graded,  
 printed in Bold RED, easy to find 
  

 City, State, Country (Along the Length of the Report) 
 

B. Report Date: printed in Bold RED, easy to find (Along the Length of the Report) 
 

C. Report Number: printed in Bold RED, easy to find (Along the Length of the Report) 
 

D. Diamond Type: printed in Bold RED, easy to find  
 
To show and prove the diamond has been thoroughly tested to properly identify Diamond Type 
Classification 
 Type Ia 
 Type I aA 
 Type IaB 
 Type Ia AB 
 Type Ib 
 Type IIa 
 Type IIa + minor IIb 
 Type IIb 
 Type III 
 
http://www.gemmoraman.com/Portals/0/Documents/DiamondType.pdf 
 
 

http://www.gemmoraman.com/Portals/0/Documents/DiamondType.pdf
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E. Nature of Origin: 
 
Example: 
Nature of Origin:  Natural – Treated/Enhanced 
 

Natural Synthetic 

Natural – Treated/Enhanced Synthetic – Treated/Enhanced 

 
Any of these additional Modifiers printed in BOLD RED as shown above 
 

F. Treatment(s): Printed in Bold Red 
 
Example: 
Treatment(s):  Clarity Enhanced – Filled 
 

None – printed in BOLD BLACK  

Clarity Enhanced – Filled HPHT – High Pressure/High Temperature Treatment 

Irradiated – Color Treatment HPHT – Color Enhanced 

Laser Drilled – Bore Hole or KM Type HPHT – Color Enhanced – Whiter 

Laser Drilled & Bleached HPHT – Fancy Color Enhanced 

Laser Drilled – Bleached & Clarity Enhanced Coated – Surface Coating – Color Treatment 

Laser Drilled – Clarity Enhancing Combination – List Treatments in order 

 
 

G. Cut Grade: Cutting & Polishing Accuracy 
Additional Clarifier must also be printed below as to what Cut Grading System was used to come to this 
determination. 
 
The Lab should also clearly list below the CUT GRADE  
what Cut Grading Analyzer Machine was used: 
Manufacture’s Name; 
Model Number; Build # or Up-Grade Variation; 
Software Version; 
 
Cut Grade must be replaced with Cutting & Polishing Accuracy, that can easily be turned into Cutting 
and Polishing Tolerances as a factually proven mathematical % and/or measurement(s) and charted as 
well. 
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H. Color Grade: 
 
Additional Clarifier & Reminder printed in BOLD RED as shown below 
 
Example: 
Color Grade: G *** HPHT – Color Enhanced – Whiter*** 
 
Right below Color Grade should be another line 
Color Grading System Used: 
If any lab is using GIA Grading nomenclature then by GOD they better be grading to GIA Standards 
If not, then they need to develop their own grading scales and standards and also have a charted/scale 
to show their grading system in relation to GIA or other Grading Systems used worldwide 
 
This is how the EGL-International Diamond Grading Scandal came to be 
EGL-International was using GIA Grading nomenclature and then tried to claim that this was their own 
interpolation. 
 
It then blew up in their face 
 
Millions of Diamond Buying Consumers got screwed BIG-TIME over this disgraceful and deceptive and 
fraudulent sham and scam 
 
The Consumers never got a penny back over this and all the deceptive, deceitful, fraudulent jewelers 
worldwide who showed and proved they didn’t have a shred of Honesty or Professional Integrity smiled 
and laughed all the way to the bank. 
 
Everyone in the jewelry industry knew exactly what was going on for the last 20+ years leading up to the 
exposure of this shameful scandal as it got worse and worse and got totally out of control 
 
And then these jewelers then claimed to be victims themselves, OH PLEASE ! ! ! ! Give me a break! ! ! 
 
Everyone was guilty as hell on this scam! ! ! ! 
 
And every so-called jewelry appraiser who parroted those lab reports in their appraisals and over-valued 
those diamond(s) to those factious grades can still be successfully sued until the Statute of Limitations 
expire, unless they had a proper and formal disclosure and disclaimer listed within their appraisal 
reports regarding diamond grading reports 
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I. Clarity Grade: 
 
Additional Clarifier & Reminder printed in BOLD RED as shown below 
 
Example: 
Clarity Grade: SI-1 *** Clarity Enhanced – Filled *** 
 
Right below Color Grade should be another line 
Clarity Grading System Used: 
If any lab is using GIA Grading nomenclature then by GOD they better be grading to GIA Standards 
If not, then they need to develop their own grading scales and standards and also have a scale to show 
their grading system in relation to GIA or other Grading Systems used worldwide 
 
This is how the EGL-International Diamond Grading Scandal came to be 
EGL-International was using GIA Grading nomenclature and then tried to claim that this was their own 
interoperations. 
 
It then blew up in their face 
 
Millions of Diamond Buying Consumers got screwed BIG-TIME over this disgraceful and deceptive and 
fraudulent sham and scam 
 
The Consumers never got a penny back over this and all the deceptive, deceitful, fraudulent jewelers 
worldwide who showed and proved they didn’t have a shred of Honesty or Professional Integrity smiled 
and laughed all the way to the bank. 
 
Everyone in the jewelry industry knew exactly what was going on for the last 20+ years leading up to the 
exposure of this shameful scandal 
 
And then these jewelers then claimed to be victims themselves, OH PLEASE ! ! ! ! Give me a break! ! ! 
 
Everyone was guilty on this scam! ! ! ! 
 
And every so-called jewelry appraiser who parroted those lab reports in their appraisals and over-valued 
those diamond(s) to those factious grades can still be successfully sued until the Statute of Limitations 
expire, unless they had a proper and formal disclosure and disclaimer listed within their appraisal 
reports regarding diamond grading reports 
 

J. Length-to-Width Ratio: 
 
All Fancy Shapes including Squares to show run-out 
 
Example: 
Length-to-Width Ratio: 1.12 to 1 (Princess Cut) 
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K. Fluorescence - Reaction 
 
Both Wave Lengths would be clearly listed even if no reaction is seen or observed. 
 
The U.V. Grading Environment should be in a fully shielded Dark box and that should be clearly listed as 
well. 
 

Fluorescence – Long Wave: {Detail - Fluorescence (lw)} 

Fluorescence – Short Wave: {Detail - Fluorescence (sw)} 

U.V. Grading Environment: {Detail - U.V, Light & Grading Environment} 

 
 

L.  Diamond Cut & Shape - Proper Names USED and Printed 
 
Enough already with the Square - Modified Brilliant Cut ! ! ! !  
 
Most people know it is commonly called a Princess Cut, unless it has a slightly different facet pattern 
and even then those Cuts do have Proper Names 
 
The Diamond Cut Analyzing Machines should have a complete library within its memory and should be 
able to correctly identify the various Cut Variations or at least allow the operator to select the right Cut 
and then the plot should be correct along with Table Size Variations so that the plot can be as close as 
possible as to what the REAL Diamond Being graded is.  
 

M.  Diamond Plot Diagram - Proportionally Corrected for Facet Pattern and Table Size 
 
The Diamond Plots should match in shape and facet patterns and Table Size should be adjusted 
 
It would be deceptive to show a Diamond plot with a 53% Table when in fact the Table is 67% 
 
 

Formatting & Display Issues: 
 
How to group and display the information properly for easier reading and less confusion in searching for 
additional or correlating information that is connected and associated with one another. 
 
A Customer Diamond Grading Report can still be a Cut Down One (1) Page report that would be used as 
a Sales Tool by the Sales Associates but at the same time a Full Complete Diamond Grading Analysis 
Report should also be included that is approximately 5 to 7 pages that gives and shows everything.  
Those Full Reports should also be available online just like the Diamond Grading Report Checks and can 
be downloaded as well. 
 

FULL DISCLOSURE & COMPLETE TRANSPARENCY   
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Most Important & Critical Recommendations: 
 

Purely Objective Analytical, Diamond Analysis Report 

Just report the TRUE FACTS & FIGURES 
 
Drop the Heavily Bias Subjective and misleading grading nomenclature and deceptive subjective words 
and terms as, Excellent, Very Good, Good, Fair, Poor. 
(Excellent or Good by who’s standards? Is Bias involved and if so How much?) 
 
Let the Unbiased Factual and Truthful Report speak for itself with cold hard facts and figures 
 

#1. 
Photomicrographs: 
 
10x High Resolution Digital Photomicrograph of the Diamond Face-Up 
 
6.5mm diameter Diamond has to have a 65.0mm Diameter Photomicrograph on the Report 
Photomicrograph Sharply Focus on Clarity Grade Setting Inclusion(s) or the largest or most prominent 
one. 
 
Diamond Plots can be added but must be the same size ratio at 10X 
The extra fine, light, faint plotting currently being done needs to be representative of what you are 
really seeing and plotting.  
 
(Fact Based, Not Aesthetically Pleasing to the uneducated consumers eyes to increase salability of the 
product.) 
 

#2. 
 

Digital Print-Out of Diamonds Girdle Circumference, Diameter x Pi (3.14159265) at 5x 
 
6.5mm diameter diamond has to have a 102.1mm Line Graph-Chart  (4.01968504-inches) 
Showing and Charting Girdle Thickness, Waviness, Run-Out, With an Imaginary Center-Line 
Crown Facets & Pavilion Facets mapped to chart and show Aliment or Non-Aliments in ratio 
 
To Prove Part of the Symmetry Accuracy & Tolerances Equation 
  
Shown mapped and graphed on the Objective Analysis Report 
  
This is one of the most critical portions that help define the Cutting & Polishing Accuracy 
Cut Grade must be replaced with Cutting & Polishing Accuracy, that can easily turned into Cutting and 
Polishing Tolerances as a factually proven mathematical % and/or measurement(s) and charted as well. 
  
Facets not coming to the girdles edge must be marked 
Off Aliment as well must be charted 
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#3. 
Pointing: 
 
Pointing on both Crown and Pavilion Facets as well 
These tolerances can also be expressed in a % as well 
 

#4. 
 

Light Performance & Symmetry Reflection Pattern Photomicrographs: 
 
Combination of Photomicrographs of both 
 

#4A. AGS-ASET (Angular Spectrum Evaluation Tool) Photomicrograph at 10x 
 

#4B. Hearts & Arrows Viewer Photomicrographs at 10X 
 Top View at 10x 
 Bottom View at 10x 
 

A Visual Computer Program can easily, quickly and accurately turn these into a % Factor and 
tolerance % as well. 
 

Diamond Cut – Shape and Faceting Pattern: 
 

A. Designer Cut Diamonds: 
 
This should include ALL Patented, Copyrighted and Registered Trademark Cuts and Faceting Patterns as 
this is another VERY IMPORTANT Indentifying Attribute. 
 
And those Cuts, Shapes and Designer Cut Diamonds MUST BE GRADED on Cut, Proportion and Symmetry 
Grade to the Original Patented Blue Print Design Specifications, Dimensions, Proportions and Angles.  
 

#1. 
 

Diamond Grading Laboratory – Lab Location CLEARLY IDENTIFIED on the Report 
 
This way everyone can see which lab graded the stone in what city and country and not hide behind the 
company’s Home Headquarters address. 
 

#2. 
Diamond Type Identified and Listed within the Report 
Exp. Type I-A, Type I-B, Type II-A, Type II-B, Type III 
This is extremely important not only as a proof positive identification attribute but it also proves the lab 
has taken certain procedures and protocols to check and verify other tell-tale signs and clues when 
these tests are done. 
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Other Gemological Recommendations: 
 

#1. Apocromatic Single Tube Trinocular Microscope 
 
Superlative APO/ED Lens 1/10th-wave length or better Tolerances  
Simulated Binocular Stereo Vision using a split prism design 
Direct Camera Full-Frame Imagining Port with Diaphragm F-Stop 
 
Based on the Old Wild Microscopes 
 
These were the BEST and using today's High Definition Digital Cameras the photomicrographs would be 
razor shape 
 
Back in 2007 I was designing and engineering a Brand New Style of Microscope, head and base and 
was working with Nikon under a non disclosure agreement to build it, but it was way too expensive. 
 
I had Seven (7) New Patentable Features that made it like no other microscope on the market. 
 
Now, I’m looking at just designing the Gemological Base so that just about any microscope head can 
be used. 
 

Diamond Grading Laboratory Recommendations: 
 
Objective instead of Subjective Diamond Grading of Cut, Color, Clarity Grades 
 

Machine Grading of Cut, Color & Clarity 
 
With a Secure Tamper-Free, Black-Box to prevent Human Over-Riding Results 
 
Diamond Analysis Reports Should ALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING: 
 

#1. 
Laser Inscriptions & Location: 
 
It should be seriously considered that the Laser Inscriptions be placed on a crown facet so it is more 
visible in all types of settings. 
 

B. 
This would instantly act as a Major Security Deterrent to polishing off the original laser inscription 
because in most cases the whole crown will have to be re-polished instead of just lightly re-polishing 
part of the girdle to remove the laser inscription. 
 

C. 
Tiffany & Company already does that on their diamonds and it doesn’t detract in any way and it even 
looks classier 
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D. Some Diamond Cutters could even have their own Logo and ID # placed prominently on a crown facet 
as a form of Branding their diamonds just like car manufactures have prominent logos on the front grill 
or back corner of every car they make. 
 

E. Antonymous AI Self-Learning Machine Grading should be fully-funded & Researched 
 
Sarin and Ogi are making Major Advances along with other companies from various industries that can 
easily be modified for the Diamond, Colored Stone, Jewelry and Appraising Industry. 
 
No Stone Left Unturned should be the new mantra  
  
It’s Time to Bring Back Truth, Honesty & Integrity to the Diamond Grading Industry and the Jewelry 
Industry, Once and for all 
 

100% Analytical Objective Grading 
 
Stop the “Sugar Coating” and the “Smoke & Mirrors” of bias Subjective Grading that favors one 
monetarily interested party (The Diamond Industry) over the least Favored (The Diamond Buying Public 
Consumer) 
 
The Consumer Clothes and feeds the Diamond Industry and the Jewelry Industry 
Most have forgotten that most important TRUTH FACTOR. 
 
Stop Screwing the Consumer!!!!! 
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Here is a Sample of My Appraisal Format layout that I currently use for diamonds over 1/3carat / 0.33ct. 
 
Diamond Attributes {Detail - Value} 
 

Inspection Date: {Item Inspection Date} 
 

Stone Number: {Detail - Stone No.}  
 

Nature of Origin: {Detail - Nature of Origin} 

Treatment:      {Detail - Treatment} 

Diamond Type: {Detail - Diamond Type} 

Country of Origin: {Detail - Country of Origin} 
 

Shape and Cut: {Detail - Shape and cut} 

Branded Cut & Make: {Detail - Branded Cut & Make} 
 

Measurements: 

Measurements:                           {Detail - Length (mm)} x {Detail - Width (mm)} x {Detail - Depth (mm)} mm 

  {Detail - Meas. are...} 

Length to Width Ratio: {Detail - Length to Width Ratio} 

Weight Adjustment Factor % {Detail - Weight adjust} 
 

Weight: {Detail - Weight (cts.)} Cts. {Detail - Weight is...} 

Scales Used: {Detail - Scales Used} 
 

Grades & Proportions: 

Cut Grade: {Detail - Cut Grade} 

Cut Grading System Used: {Detail - Cut Grading System Used} 

Fluorescence – Long Wave: {Detail - Fluorescence (lw)} 

Fluorescence – Short Wave: {Detail - Fluorescence (sw)} 

U.V. Grading Environment: {Detail - U.V, Light & Grading Environment} 

Color Grade: {Detail - Color Grade} 

Color Graded by: {Detail - Color Grade by} 

Color Grading Environment: {Detail - Color Grading Light Environment} 

Body Color: {Detail - Body Color} 

Fancy Color Grade: {Detail - Fancy Color Grade} 

Fancy Color Grade System Used: {Detail - Fancy Color Grading System Used} 

Clarity Grade: {Detail - Clarity Grade} 

Clarity Grading System Used: {Detail - Clarity Grading System Used} 
 

Other Attributes: 

Proportion Grade: {Detail - Proportion Grade} 

Symmetry Grade: {Detail - Symmetry Grade} 

Laser Inscription: {Detail - Laser Inscription} 

Laser Inscription – Location: {Detail - Location of Laser Inscription} 

Girdle Surface: {Detail - Girdle Surface} 

Girdle Thickness – Average: {Detail - Girdle Thickness - Average} 

Culet Size: {Detail - Culet Size}   

Symmetry – Major: {Detail - Symmetry - Major} 

Symmetry – Minor: {Detail - Symmetry - Minor} 

Polish: {Detail - Polish} 

Polish Comments: {Detail - Polish Comments} 

Faceting - Special Features: {Detail - Special Faceting Features} 

Shape Appeal: {Detail - Shape Appeal} 
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Documentation of Photomicrographs, Digital Scans & Diamond Grading Reports: 
 

Photomicrograph: (Top View) {Detail - Photomicrograph} 

Photomicrograph of Laser Inscription: {Detail - Photomicrograph of Laser Inscription}  

AGS ASET Photomicrograph: {Detail - AGS ASET Photomicrograph} 

Brilliant Scope Photomicrograph: {Detail - Brilliant Scope Photomicrograph} 

Ideal Scope Photomicrograph: {Detail - Ideal Scope Photomicrograph} 

Hearts & Arrows Photomicrograph: {Detail - Hearts & Arrows Photomicrograph} 

Gem Print: {Detail - Gem Print}  

Plot Diagram: {Detail - Plot Diagram} 

Digital Proportion Scan: {Detail - Digital Proportion Scan} 
 

Diamond Grading Report: {Detail - Diamond Grading Report} 

    

Grading Preformed: {Detail - Grading Preformed} 

Data Collected: {Detail - Data Collected} 
 

Noticeable Damage: {Detail - Noticeable Damage} 

Comments: {Detail - Comments} 
{Detail - Plot} 

 

*** Special Notation *** 
It must be noted and understood that not all Diamond Grading Laboratories Grade Diamonds equally. 

Some Labs are stricter while others are more lenient in issuing Cut, Color and/or Clarity Grades. 

Diamond Grading Lab Reports from Different Labs ARE NOT interchangeable NOR Equal. 

To reduce confusion the appraiser will grade to GIA Standards and will value the Diamond(s) accordingly to those set 

standards and in cases of Different Diamond Grading Reports from the various Labs will adjust for those differences 

without listing those differences because it will create confusion among the consumer. 

 

 
 
 

Closing Remarks: 
 
Until the Diamond Grading Laboratories are each held Legally and Monetarily Liable, Responsible, and 
Accountable to THE END USER – THE CONSUMER, there will always be those within the industry who will 
abuse the Trust and Gullibility of the Consumer. 
 
Stock Brokers can be sued for selling JUNK BONDS & STOCKS by the Consumer, without full and 
complete disclosure. 
 
Banks can be sued by the Consumer for Unfair, Illegal and Deceptive Banking Practices 
 
Doctors can be sued by the Consumer for Medical Malpractice 
 
Diamond Grading Labs should also be allowed to be sued by the Consumer for Diamond Grading 
Malpractice as well, until then, The Reports are, for the most part, meaningless. 
You can thank EGL-International for that 
 
The Diamond Grading Labs Profit with ZERO Accountability to the Consumer and that is WRONG ! ! 
 
Let that sink in for a moment or two. 
 


